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an issue; what was important was how women could contribute towards making society a better place for all concerned. In contrast, the SCW was established primarily to unite the different women's groups in the colony and to fight for the advancement of rights for women and seek specific changes such as the abolition of polygamy. Accordingly it became the first women's organization to identify the importance of unity and to bring the issue of women's rights to the forefront. Not content merely to walk the rounds of charity or to promote learning in the traditional skills and crafts, the SCW sought to change the status quo where men-women relationships were concerned.9 From the beginning, the SCW was resolved on reforming the "obsolete and oppressive marriage laws and to enact suitable legislation that would tend to the civil rights of women in Singapore".10
The The idea to form a council which would unite all women on a common platform and give strength to their efforts for a better society was first mooted at a meeting of Malay women in October 1951. A group of 70 Malay women and 10 men had gathered to listen to Mrs Sutan Shahrir, a women's rights activist from Indonesia, who inspired the audience with accounts of how the women of Indonesia had been given the same rights as men after the establishment of the Indonesian Republic. "The progress of any society", she said, "can only be judged by the position of the woman". Among the audience were many women who would later become members of the SCW, including two members of the SCW pro tern committee, Mrs The meeting resulted in the formation of a pro tern committee17 whose function was to draft the constitution of the proposed council, which was to cut across racial, 
THE AGENDA OF THE SCW
The SCW's agenda can basically be understood in terms of two broad objectives which they adopted. The first was to highlight themselves as a broad-based council of women which was involved not only in promoting women's rights but also in help ing fellow women in need. The other was to find a problem which confronted women and which could be made into an issue which would be symbolic of the injustices faced by women in Singapore. This they found in the practice of polygamy.
A Broad-based Council
To achieve the first objective, the SCW concentrated on four strategies: the recruit ment of individual members, the cultivation of a good relationship with the press, the maintenance of an international women's network and a distinct brand of community 
The Polygamy Issue
However, the SCW is best remembered not so much for its service-oriented pro jects, or its contacts with the press and international bodies, but for its attempts to lobby for the legislation of the principle of monogamy in all marriages in Singapore.59
The decision to make polygamy the symbol of the injustices suffered by women in society was fueled by the following considerations. The MAB however felt that they had been generous and warned the SCW that their attempts "to tamper with that code of life and culture, will only result in embittering feelings in Singapore" and that "it cannot lend its support to a proposed measure which is, and will be, strongly opposed by the vast majority of Muslim men and women of Singapore and which might have the effect of increasing the incidence of divorce among Muslims, a result the reverse of that which you are desirous of achieving".113 The Political Parties 
